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   September 2007

The countdown continues; only 8 weeks to the concert
and we will shortly be holding the Regional Rehearsals.
If you find you cannot get to the rehearsal allocated to your choir, DON’T PANIC, you can attend either, or both, of the others. But please let John Jefkins know, either direct (see the footer to this page) or through your Choir Contact, so that we can put out the right number of chairs!!
PERFORMERS UPDATE
Choir
We now have 712 singers registered, but can take a few more. The absolute deadline for new singers is to have notified John Jefkins with the capitation fee of £12 by 15th September. After that, sorry, you will be too late.
Tenor Soloist

Once again we are delighted to welcome back our old friend Justin Lavender, who sang with us in our two previous concerts. We are very fortunate to be joined by this renowned tenor, who has appeared as soloist with many of the world’s great opera companies, conductors and orchestras. 
COMMISSIONED WORK
Daniel Basford, our young Hertfordshire composer, tells us that his new work, Blast, is a six-minute fanfare for large orchestra. He uses the forces in quite different ways to Berlioz in the Grande Messe, in order to highlight the other sonic and timbre possibilities of such a large group.

The piece is in four sections with a coda. Each section focuses on different instrumental combinations to exploit their colours separately, then the coda combines all these elements, leading to an ending at ‘full-tilt’. 
WEBSITE

Don’t forget you can visit our website to check on anything to do with the concert. All the Newsletters are on it if you want to look up back numbers.
www.jointhertschoirs.org.uk
TICKETS  
Tickets are already on sale at the Royal Albert Hall 
Box Office: Open 9.00 am to 9.00 pm every day.
Tel: 020 7589 8212 Online: www.royalalberthall.com
(please note, the phone no. in Newsletter 5 was incorrect).

Prices are:-
Grand Tier Boxes 
£30  
Loggia Boxes 

£30  
2nd Tier Boxes 

£25  
Stalls  


£30  
Front Arena 

£25  
Rear Arena 

£21  
Front Circle

£18 
Rear Circle

£14  
Restricted View

£8
As in previous years, we hope also to have some top price seats (including Grand Tier boxes) returned from debenture holders. These are not available from the box office but can be purchased from Diana Salthouse (contact details in the footer to this page). With these tickets all the money goes to the Charity because we do not have to pay commission to the box office.
Ticket sales so far have been good for the summer holiday period (10% already sold) and we anticipate a lot of interest from people outside Hertfordshire because this work is rarely performed and hardly ever with the full resources envisaged by Berlioz. So get your orders in soon to avoid disappointment.

PUBLICITY

By the time you read this, or very shortly after, your choir will have had a visit from one of our committee members to present a publicity pack. This contains a selection of posters handbills and postcards for you all to distribute where they will best attract an audience. A digitised version for sending by email is also available.
Also in the pack are a press release, which can be adapted by each choir to suit the press coverage in their area, together with other information about the concert and photographs of past performances.

Please make full use of all these.

BERLIOZ SHIRTS
Those of you who attended the Workshops have seen our attractive pale blue Tee and Sweat shirts with their black portrait of Berlioz and the concert details. Many of you have already placed orders and the first bulk purchase has now been delivered.
The samples will be on display at all the Regional Rehearsals, following which a second bulk order will be placed. Prices are:-Tee-shirts £7,  Sweatshirts £12.

Various sizes from Small (36”) to XXL (46-48”).

Place your order through your delegated choir person.

Remember all the profits go direct to the BCPB.

FUNDRAISING
Advertising
The deadline for advertisements in the programme is only a week or two away, so please work quickly to encourage your local organisations to advertise to the 5000 people whom we expect to attend the concert.

The charge is £250 for an A4 page, £150 for ½ page and £85 for ¼ page. 
Please liaise with Hilary Laidler, tel:- 01992 586252, 
or e-mail:-  hilary.laidler@virgin.net
Bucket-shakers
We are seeking volunteers to hold buckets at strategic places in the auditorium to collect donations from the audience in the interval and at the end of the concert. Each volunteer will be given a free seat close to their allocated collecting point, but please note they must be at least 16 years old.

Donations

If you know anyone who wants to give a donation to BCPB and is a taxpayer, this can be enhanced by their completing a Gift Aid form, which you can obtain from Diana Salthouse (see the footer to this page for her contact details). 
MATCHED FUNDING
Many companies offer a scheme whereby they will contribute to the charity when their staff are involved in a fund-raising event. (sometimes called “matched funding”). If you work for such a company, please see whether our project in support of BCPB would qualify. Usually some evidence is required after the event to show that it was successful in raising funds – this can be provided to you. (Our target this year is £40,000).
We already have a member of Abbey (the major UK bank) who has initiated this and who finds that the amount they will contribute increases with the number of their staff who are involved. If you also work for (or are a pensioner of) Abbey, please contact our Secretary, Diana Salthouse (contact details at foot of this page).
           REHEARSALS
Parking

As a general principle please share transport wherever possible.

See Page 4 of Newsletter 5 for more information and for the full address of each venue.

On 16 September at Ware, we will not be able to park in the College due to building works, but as it is a Sunday we can park on-street (but do check the signs first!)
General
Try to arrive in good time, say 1.30 pm,  to look at the shirt samples, buy rehearsal CDs and find your seat.

Don’t forget to bring any refreshments or drinks you might want, we cannot guarantee that water will be available. 
    REGIONAL REHEARSALS

To even out the numbers attending, each choir has been allocated to one of these rehearsals. If you cannot attend your rehearsal, or want to attend more than one, this should be possible, but please make sure that John Jefkins is informed to make sure we have the right number of chairs.
Saturday, 15th September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at Hitchin Boys’ School, Grammar School Walk SG5 1JB
Sunday, 16th September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at     Ware Drill Hall, Amwell End, SG12 9HP
Saturday, 22nd September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at St. Clement Danes School, Chenies Road, Chorleywood

FULL REHEARSAL WITH ORCHESTRA

Everyone will be expected to attend this rehearsal. 
Sunday, 28th October 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at     Harlow Sports Centre

The brass bands will also rehearse from 9.30 to 12.30
With not far short of 1000 people at this rehearsal it is even more important to share transport or for choirs at a distance to come by coach.
CONCERT DAY!!!!!
SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2007, Royal Albert Hall
Brass Bands rehearse 12.00 to 1.30 pm.
Final Rehearsal 2.00 to 5.00
(Please arrive in good time to find your dressing
room and start being seated at 1.30).  

CONCERT STARTS AT 7.30 PM






Any questions, comments or suggestions?  



Please contact John Jefkins (01494 874507 or e-mail johnjefkins@tiscali.co.uk) or

Diana Salthouse (01992 554115 or e-mail dianasalthouse@hotmail.com)


